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Nashua, NH - North Branch Con-
struction, Inc. of Concord has been award-
ed a construction management contract 
to rehabilitate property located at 59 Fac-
tory Street in Nashua for veterans’ hous-
ing. The five-story former furniture store in 
downtown Nashua will be converted into 
30,000sf of transitional housing. 

Harbor Homes of Nashua is the own-
er of the Dalianis House Veterans’ Housing 
project. George Hickey of Sanbornton is 
providing the architectural design. 

North Branch Construction’s scope 
of work includes total interior gut demoli-
tion with new elevator, stairwells, and 40 
residential units, plus office space and as-
sociated common areas. Demolition began 

in early August. This is North Branch’s 
second veterans’ transitional housing proj-
ect for Harbor Homes. 

In 2006, North Branch built the 
first assigned veterans’ housing known 
as Buckingham Place on Spring Street in 
Nashua, which was dedicated in honor and 
memory of Byron “Bucky” Buckingham, a 
World War II veteran and longtime resident 
of Nashua. 

Buckingham Place was the first as-
signed veterans’ housing facility in the 
state of New Hampshire. Harbor Homes, 
Inc. is a private, nonprofit agency, which 
provides residential and support services 
focused on the needs of persons living with 
mental illness and disabilities. 

N. Branch to Rehab Furniture Store
 Architectural Design by George Hickey

The former furniture store will be refurbished into a veteran’s housing project.

High-Profile Focus: Interior Facilities Development News

Wilton, CT - Antinozzi Associates 
was tasked with the design challenge of 
consolidating the Ryan Partnership from its 
location in Westport to Wilton.  Its existing 
operation consisted of space in four differ-
ent buildings, and its operation was consol-
idated into two floors totaling 100,000sf. 

Antinozzi provided complete ar-
chitectural and interior design services 
including programming, schematic space 
planning, design development, construc-
tion documents and construction adminis-
tration.

The goal was to create space that 
would conform to office space standards 
already in existence, yet create team spaces 
which would inspire open collaboration 
and innovation of new ideas.

 A large, open atrium space with a 
connecting stair to the mezzanine serves as 
a large open forum space for the company’s 
“Town Meetings.”

Boston, MA - Sapient, a global 
marketing and technology services com-
pany, chose  Margulies Perruzzi Architects 
(MPA) to design 36,000sf of space for its 
new headquarters in Boston’s Back Bay

In addition to housing Sapient’s cli-
ent teams, the office is also home to the 
legal and financial departments and other 
administrative groups. The design goal for 
Sapient’s new headquarters was to create 
an office space that embraced the compa-
ny’s open office, collaborative culture but 
also gave each group a unique workspace 
without isolating them from other depart-
ments.

To give each Sapient group its own 
defined space within the open office plan, 
MPA developed the concept of each group 
existing within a “neighborhood.” Each 
neighborhood is a cluster of workstations 
and meeting spaces, defined by colors and 
grouped together for people within the 
same department. 

Another unifying feature is the car-
peted path that navigates through the office 
and leads from neighborhoods to common 

spaces.
 One of the greatest challenges the 

design team faced was the shape of the 
overall space. The space contains a long, 
narrow corridor leading to several neigh-
borhoods. The challenge was to have the 
long corridor reflect the office design 
and also ensure that the departments that 
worked in this area were not isolated from 
the rest of the office. 

The new headquarters space in Back 
Bay reflects the company’s personality and 
collaborative culture while also offering an 
organized environment that is highly sen-
sitive to the company’s interactive work 
environment. The workstation and meet-
ing area furnishings are extremely flexible. 
Mobile workstations allow for frequent 
collaborative work and are extremely effi-
cient at 185sf/person. There are also shared 
workspaces for consultants with one work-
station/three people.    

The construction manager on the 
project was Structuretone. The project 
team included RDK Engineers and Office 
Environments of New England.

MPA Designs Sapient HQ

Sapient’s new headquarters creates an office space that  reflects the company’s
personality and collaborative culture.

Antinozzi  Designs Ryan Partnership 

A large, open atrium space with a con-
necting stair to the mezzanine serves as a 

large open forum space.
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